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Setting the scene

• The Sustainable Development Goals and Education for All

• Small island state – isolation, dependence and scale

• The British Isles

• The Isle of Man as a ‘subnational island jurisdiction’ (SNIJ) in the 
‘Global North’ –historically a feudal colony
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Sub-national Island Jurisdiction
historically a ‘feudal colony’ of the English crown  

The Isle of Man fits thiscategory as a self-governing territory 
that is not a fully sovereign independent state. 



5 questions 

• 1. When did the islands of the British Isles introduce 
compulsory education? 

• 2. What were the major milestones in the Isle of Man’s journey 
towards compulsory education? 

• 3. What/who were the underlying drivers of compulsory 
education, and what were the implementation challenges?  

• 4. Did the 1872 Compulsory Education Act have an impact on 
educational participation? 

• 5. Were the underlying drivers of compulsory education on the 
Isle of Man similar to/different from and those in the other 
British islands? 



Q1 When did the islands of the British Isles introduce 
compulsory education? 

Area  Sq Mile
Population 

1851 Church to 
state control 

Compulsory 
Education 
Legislation 

Fee-free 
Elementary 
Education 

ISLE OF MAN 221 52,0001851, 1872 1672, 1703, 1872 1892

JERSEY 45 57,0001899 1894 1894

GUERNSEY 24 16,0001900 1900 1904

ENGLAND 51,325 16,800,000(1833) 1870 1880 1891

WALES 8,192 1,100,000(1833) 1870 1880 1891

SCOTLAND 31,000 2,900,0001872 1494, 1616,,..1872 1890

IRELAND 32, 663 6,500,0001831 1892 1831



Q2 what were the major milestones in the Isle of Man’s journey towards 
compulsory education
• 1660s-1680s  English-medium parish schools established everywhere. ‘Order’ 

• 1703 Ecclesiastical Act Compulsory education. Licensing of teachers, separate buildings, funding 
challenges

• Mid 1770s Manx medium of instruction, Shortlived  

• 1810-1840s Diversification of provision

• 1847 Survey of schools, recommendations from HMI 

• 1851 Isle of Man Education Act

• 1862    ‘Payment by results’  determined by Her Majesty’s Inspectors 

• 1872 Isle of Man Elementary Education Act  - reintroduction of compulsory education



Q 3 What were the underlying drivers of compulsory education 
on the Isle of Man and the implementation challenges? 



Q3  The driver of funding   



Q3 Milestone. Monitorial Schools 1810s – 1850s
National Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established Church in England 
and Wales 
British and Foreign School Society for the Education of the Labouring and Manufacturing Classes  of Society of 
Every Religious Persuasion 



Q 3 Milestone. 1851 legislation and new practices 

• Local parish tax for new/extended 
buildings

• Accommodation for teachers

• Pensions for retired teachers

• Pupil-teacher system established 

• Teacher certification linked with salary

 

• FIND PICTURE RUSHEN PARISH 
SCHOOL



Q3 from mid 19th Century – economic growth, 
inter-island trade and tourism  



Q3 The driver of electoral reform  



Q 3 contd.  The driver of ……







Elementary Acts compared: Isle of Man and England/Wales

• IOM 1872

• Compulsory education 7-13

• School committees every 
parish – local tax applied

• Non-denominational Bible 
teaching compulsory

• England and Wales 1870

• Non-compulsory 5-13 

• School boards in some 
parishes, tax applied, not all

• Non-denominational Bible 
teaching discretionary



Q5. Were the underlying drivers of compulsory education on 
the Isle of Man similar to/different from and those in the other 
islands, small and large? 
• Small  Islands IOM and CI similar economies, different histories, 

similar legislative autonomy but not exercised in all three

• Similarity with large Islands?  Rural-urban migration, reduce 
crime, educate our ‘new masters’, who should control education? 
(difference: international economy rivalry, industrialisation) 

• IOM distinctions in 19th century: Historical precedent, exercise of 
legislative autonomy, facilitated by  isolation, small size and 
strong political will. ‘Selective independence’ (mandatory elected school 
committees and local rates, religious instruction, funding). ‘Selective dependence’  
(teacher training, pupil standards)
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